AFTER   EVEREST
law to do the post-mortem, as the case had been brought
to me by the police and was under my charge. Again
and again he tried to persuade me that I was far too busy
to bother with a post-mortem; he even came to my
bungalow after dinner and did his best to impress upon
me how much more convenient it would be for me to
send along the corpse to	.   I was unmoved by this
touching consideration, and told him that I realized there
was dirty work afoot, and would have nothing to do
with it.
I went to bed as usual, and at 2 a.m. was awakened
by our humorous and efficient orderly, Chelliah, who was
very much out of breath.
" Sir.   Could you please come ?   Two police constables,
came along and told me that you had given orders that.
I should give them the mortuary key, but I didn't believe
them.   So now they are trying to break open the mortuary
door.   What shall I do ? "
" Tell them," I said, " that if that corpse isn't in the
post-mortem room to-morrow morning when I come to
do the p.m., I shall go straight to Trivandrum and tell
the Commissioner of Police the whole story/'
In the morning, the corpse was there all right. The
post-mortem was only a matter of form, the frightful in-
juries to the head being enough to kill anyone. Months
later, the case came off, and the driver of the car put up
as his defence that the boy had rushed against the car with
his head down whilst it was going slowly along the road.
This cock-and-bull story failed to convince, especially
as I could not conscientiously support it with my medical
evidence. The driver lost his licence for three years and,
I believe, got into jail as well.
In the stories just recited, we get a glimpse of some-
thing which is characteristic, not only of India, but of
most other Eastern nations—the corruption of justice. It
is a great evil, and a very widespread one, but we must
always remember that the judicial and parliamentary life
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